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NEOTROP ICAL MIQRANTS ON THE DECL INE

March through May are exciting months. The migratory birds are
returning to their summer homes in the north while ow year arcund
residents join them in song. There are some 250 species of birds that
migrate from their breeding territoriss in North America to Mexico,
Central America, the Caribbean and South America.

Sue Weller, in the Coeur d'Alene District Bird Guide published by BLM
in cooperation with Partners in Flight, has listed 86 bird species fram
North idahc to be among this group. Another 65 winter in the more
temperate zones such as southern United States, Mexico and a few in North
Idaho in milder winters. (This checklist is available at the BLM office).

These birds are known as the neotropical migrants and their rnumbers
are declining. This giobal migratory system has taken thousands of vears
to develop and is quickly being destroyed. The loss of suitable habitat in
both their sumer and winter homes is a major factor in this decline,
National groups such as Partners in Flight and more recently the National
Audubon Society's version of the program called 8irds in Balance have
taunched an international effort to conserve migratory songbirds.
Partners in Flight unites and efforts of concerned people, goverrment
agencies, industries and many countries in the Western Hemisphere.

The 280+ mambers who read this newsletter could make a big difference
if they really want to help the birds. As Gertie Hanson says, "We don't
need to do anything nationally, we've got a plate-full right here" Please
read her article in this issue as she has an important message for all of
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M CALENDAR

APRIL 10 SUNDAY
FIELD TRIP: PEND OREILLE

G_IEG( LAKE, SUNNYSIDE TO CLARK
FORK
APRIL 19 TUESDAY Time: 7 AM
REGULAR MEETING Place: ward's Parking Lot

Tima: 7 PM

Place: Iron Horse

Program: Tracy Betts, Soil
Conservation Service, will talk on
conservatjon issues and farming.

S.E. corner

Leader: Shirley Sturts

664-5318 (please register)

This will be an al]l day trip to
check on spring arrivals. Bring a
lunch (see arrival dates in this
issue,
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Calendar Check Continued...

APRIL 24 SUNDAY

FIELD TRIP: COEUR D'ALENE
RIVER WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
AREA
Time: 7:30 M
Place: Covs dow] Parking lot
Leader: Shirlsy Sturts §64-5318
(PToasa Register) We will take 1-30 to ths Rose
Lake Junction and then travel south on Highway 3
to Herrison and Thompson Lake. Our return trip
will be by way of Righway 97 arouad Coeur
d'Alens Lake. We should return around 2 PN. Ve
will be looking for returning migrants (see
arrival dates in this issue)

APRIL 30 SATURDAY
FIELD TRIP: TUBBS HILL
AND BREAKFAST.
Time: T M
Place: City Parking lot
near the tennis courts,
Loeader: Shirley Sturts 664-5318
{Please Register)
We will lock for roturning song birds as we valk
arotnd the hill and then go to braskfast in &
downtown restaurant of the groups choice.

May 14 SATURDAY

MiGRATORY BIRD DAY

FIELD TRIP: BIRDING BY EAR
FOR NOVICES

Time: 7:30 AN,

Place: -0 and Rose Laks Jct. in the
Country Chef Parking Lot

Leader: Susan Welisr 1 208 602-3413 call
Shirley §84-5318 if you are interested in 2 car
pool.

Wo will drive to Wailace and then tura on a dirt
road going toward Moon Pass. This will be a
great opportunity to learn to know the birds by
their song.

OBSERVATION POST

Gbservers: Jane Badraua (JB), Dan Svingen (ONS),
dertie Hanson (BH), Ron Jurcevich (R Scott
Robinson (SR} Shirley Sturts (SHS), Judy Waring
(JW) Phil Maring (PN} Judy Wicks (JOW)
Red-necked Grabe ! pr
Thoapson  Lake  3/30/%4
|-:u:O SHS,PY, V. Great Blus Heron

§with at least 3 sitting in

rests in Mica By 3/13/M
SHS. Tundra Swam 52 Couger
Bay 3/13/84 W and 25+
3/11794 SKE. Northern Shovaler § (1st seen this
year) Thompson Lake 3/30/% M.  Wood OQuck
savers] pair on Thompson Lake 3/30/%4 SHS, Py,
Common Narganser 14+ on Fernaa Lake all spring
SHS. Prairie Falcon | Rathdrum Prairie mid-Feb.
RJ. Killdear 3 Fernan Croek 3/5/%4 SHS. Yiolet-
Green Swallow  Fernan Lake 3/5/%4 SHS and
Blackwell Hill snd Rathdrum Preirie 3/14 64,48,
fough-winged Swallow Tat seen about 4/1/94
(ONS)  Clark’s Nutcracker T-8 Harrison 3/23 &
3/36/%4 PY, 0N, SHS, Western Bluebird 1st seen
3/2/%4 Rathdrum Prairie J8 and 50 Kelso Lake
area 3/H PHLUN. Mountain Bluebird 2 Kelso Lake
aren 314794 P00, Rufous-sided Townes t1st
Rathdrum Pradicie 3/2/%4 and 2 3/14/94 Kelso Lake
JU M, and 2 Blackwell hill 3/13/94 8H, Red
Crosshill 17 Xelso Lake 3/14 P00,

Bosque means "Wood” in
In New Mexico it refers
to the greenbelt of riparian
woodlands that border rivers and
streams such as the Rio Grande
River. |n a dry landscape where
all of the Pueblo Indian cultures
share a conmon deity ~-- Kokopelli,
the water-sprinkler--a bosque is
like an casis to birds and other
desert wildlife (Susan ¥eller ses her
article Bosque Del Apache Wildlife Refuge in
this issus)
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UPLAND SANDPIPERS ——-
AND ALL THE REST
By Qertie Hanson

Educating our children sbout the iaportance
of providing diverse habitat for wildlife
species in aorth idaho is of value. Sut ve naed
to do something faster than that. (f the
overcutting of private forest land to get top
doflar and the destruction of wild}ife habitai
for development
continues, the
children are going to
hive few species to
ntke decisions ebout
vhen they grow up.
The wholesale

destruction is

happening al} around
us and its in our backyards. Some of us, our
friends and our neighbors ars responsible for
it. lgnorance and greed are prims culprits, A
biclogist From idaho Fish and Game says that he
and his colieagues rafer to what's happening as
the "buy, butcher and seil” mentality,
it sesms clear that we Audubon members and
bird lovers need to do some educating. And it's
not the children Firat! We who know at lesst
sonething about birds, nead fo take the
responsibility of educating those around us who
are ignorant of the needs of wildlife. if the
birds are going to survive, it means right here,
right now. The birds will pay with their lives
for our silence or our allowing false statements
£o g0 unchallenged.

Recently, there was a very good example of
vhat is happening here. Thank goodness Audubon
and idaho Fish and game had some input, but
there should have been a lot more "educating”
going on by evsry one of us members, A race
track on historic upland Sandpiper nesting
territory on Rathdrum Prairie near the
Washington border was constructed without proper
permits. Jos Qoellafeld, the owner said in a
nawspaper account that he had ressarched the
needs of the upland sandpipar and that they
migrate from Alaska to Montana, via Canada,
missing idaho. Consequently, thers was no nesd

for him to be concerned about impact of his
race track. At the Pubiic Hearing two other
race track supporters insisted that sandpipers
vere found only 2long shorelines, not in inland

prairie grasses, so had n¢ relevance to this
race track project, Now that was false
testimony, Maybe it was based on ignorance,
Nevertheless, a decision was arrived at
including thoss false assertions in that
process. It will have a lasting affect on
nesting pairs of upland sandpipers.

Sadly, fr. Doeliefeld must not have
researched very hard. Ristoricai written
records kept by Merrill show that upland
sandpipers nested on the prairie in 1887. Mo
doubt, Native Americans would have recollections
such earlior than that. A small breeding colony
was still there, near Hauser, in 1350 (Levy).
Thomas Burleigh rscordsd them as nesting and
rearing young in the early 13503 as wall. They
were listed as baing preseat on into the 1580s
by Larrison and Sonnsberg along with the puirs
listed for the Spokane Yalley. Tom Rogers of
Spokane Audubon Socisty has 2130 kept records on
the Valley population.  But Dr. Earl Larrisen
spoka prophetic words concerning the thraatened
habitat on the Spokane ¥alley/Rathdrum Prairie
upland sandpipars when he concluded with
"...where the habitat may yield to the
bulidozer.”

What about this bird that Joe Doellefeld
says isn't there but that written records show
that it is. The upland sandpiper also has been
know as the upland plover. (n comparison to the
sandpipers you see running along shorelines of
lakes and rivers it is quite a good size bird.
On the Rathdrum Prairie it was commonly sesn
perched on a fence post or telsphone pole, It
is hers on its dresding ground of 1 1/2- 1§
acres only for a short time. That would aean
that requiremsnts for gstting its young raised
for a long migration journey must be intense,
Human  disturbance would make that very
difficult. {nmy own mind, 1've compared it to
the families in Bosnia, trying to keep food and
water on the table while having to faca lifs-
threatening situations every time you tried to
provide it, with the ensmy always lurking near,
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Upland Sandpiper ---and all
the rest continues....

Sometime in mid summer this resident of the
prairie grasslands heads back to the wintering
grounds of South America. [t Flies at high
altitudes and ultimataly Faces Toss of haditat
when it arrives on the pampas, too.

It ssems evident that maintaining bresding
habitat on the Rethdrum Prairie and the Spokans
Yoiley is critical to survival of each pair and
the 4 young that say possibly surviva,

The upland sandpiper's struggle is only one
sxample of what is happening here st record pace
dus to the ignorance of landowners and decision-
sakers and greed of those who develop property
at the cost to the surrounding and the Future
The upland sandpiper and other species we say we
valus can only survive if we aduit humans act
responsibly.

The bulldozer of developer Jack Dodge is
ripping through the woods on Blackweli Wiil,
The sloughs end watland that have provided
habitat for so many species are falling to that
blade. Hillsides along Cougar Bay and other
arsas of Coeur 4'Alens are ilated for large
subdivisions. It is happening all over north
[dshe and it is a1] in our backyard. 1% is the
wildlife who call this home who will be
destroyed bacause thera is no "somepliace else to
90." It is our ignorance and greed that wil}
destroy species Tike the upland sandpiper and
others which have less than maximum ability to
sdapt. |t seems like such 2 little thing to do
for the birds we anjoy 3¢ much to actively work
st educating our friends, neighbors and
decision-makers. (f we don’t do it, no one else
will., And you wight as wall hang up your
binoculars!

BOSQUE DEL APACHE
WILDL | FE REFUGE
By Susan Weller

Dawn Boy had just begun to paint morning across
the eastern sky of the Bosque Del Apache
nitdlife Refuge near Socorrc, New Mexico. Greg

and | stood in silsat apprecistion s the
crowning sun gilded the sage-brushed hills,
draving out the shadowy pastals of the desert,
Suddenly, & trio of huge creatures wing toward
us from the refuge, They are backlit, and could
be sandhill cranes. Approaching until nearly
upon us, we racognize tha birds are white, not
gray, their primary flight-feathars rismed vith
black--whooping cranes! The whoopers fly iow
over the car, their snorsous image completely
fitling the frame of my binoculars. Yes! The
birds are inaccessible once they leave the
refuge in the morning to feed on farmer’s fields
to the north, After so fortuitous a begimning,
we have high hopes for a great day!

¥e were not disappointed. About 21,000
vaterfowl of varying species wers present on the
refuga. Socorro is home to a festival of cranes
each October, and it i3 sasy to see why. We say
aost of the wintering population of 12,000
sandhill cranes on a February day when winds
wore gusting up to 50 miles per hour. It seemed
strange to observe birds s tall as |
struggling with the wind. Adding to the general
din was ¢ group of nearly 13,000 snow gesse,
The birds had been disturbed somehox and rose en
masse, hexded straight for us., The sound of
thair cries reised as one voice made the hair
stand up on the back of our necks

8y the end of the afternoon | had added
few birds to wy 1life list: ol ivaceous
cormorant, chihushaun raven, black-shouldered
kite, drown towhes, and of courss, whooping
crane. |f the winds had died down we might have
sean 2 fov more song birds, Not only do birds
stay hunkered down, but the wind is a deterrent
because you cannot hear song birds, which is
most halpful in letting you know what is out
thers-- sven if you can't see it.

At about noon we headed toward the OWL Bar
and Cafe.  Thers we lunched with our dirding
companions, Mgrcie Greenburg of  Phoeniy,
Arizona, xnd her brother Andy, from Albuquerque,
Andy told us the OWL is fumous among birders
everyvhere. Aftar a green chile burger that
Toft o pleasant glov in our souths and bellies,
Greg and | headed off into the dust and wind,
toward the Sandia Mountzins,
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ARRIVAL DATES

This is continued from the March 1994 Newsletter.
Potlatch north to the Canadian border.

Sightings from
I would appreciate records

of the first arrival dates for this vear.

shirley Sturts 664-5318,

Madian Eariiest Location Observer

Date Date
Savanna Sparrow dpril 12 March 27,1993 Deep Creek 1.Porga
Yellow-Rumped Warbler goril 21 March 15,1988 Kootenai MWR L.Napier
Khite-Crowned Sparrow april 21 aeril 12,1989 Cataldo area S.Meller
Calliope Huamingbird April 26 horil 16,1985 Blackwell Hill G.Hangon
Nashville Warbler April 28 fipril 12,1960 Noscow E.Larrisen
Townsend’s Warbler april 28 april 16,1988 Pend Oreille Lake R. Burwell
Yellow Warbler April 30 april 15,1992/3 Spokane R./Kootenai Co.R.Beeks/S.Robinson
Orange-crowned Warbler dpril 30 april 7,1988 Kootenai WWR I.Reynolds
8rown-headed combird april 30 gpril 11,1989 Cataldo area S.Heller
American Bittern May 2 april 5,1980 Kootenai NWR P.Sieracki
fank Swailow May 2 doril 11,1989 Caravwnod D.Downs
Rufous Humeingbird May 3 april 10,1992 Coeur d'Alene B.Finne
Hamaond's Flycatcher May 3 April 25,1986 Kootenai NWR L.Napier
salitary Yireo May 1 aoril 21,1980 Selkirk Wts. p.Sieraki
Willow Flycatcher May 5 April 28,1981 Hayden Lzke P . Hughes
$oTa May 5 poril 15,1985/86 Xootenai NWR L.Napier
Vaux’s Swift May S March 28,1987 C05 River WMA B.Howard
Comson Yellowthroat May 8 May  1,1985 McATthur Lake $.55urts
Qusky Flycatcher May 10 april 30,1983 Blackwell Hill fi.Hanson
Hestern Tanager May 12 April 28,1989 Blackwell Hill G.Hanson
Black Tern Nay I3 May 77,1980 Thompson Lake & .Bruner
MacGillivray's Warbler May 13 april 15,1987 Hayden Lake P .Hughes
Black-chinned Hummingbird May 14 april 21,1993 Shepherd Lake P.Loje I
Spotted Sandpiper May 14 N3y 1,1929 Rathdrum Prajrie 4 .Beat
Cordilleran Fiycatcher May 14 april 27,1992 Blackwell Kill G.Hanson
Black-headed Grosbeak Kay 15 May 7,199 Spokane River R.Beeks
Eastern Kingbird Hay 17 April 27,1982 Kootenal NWR | .Mapier
Wilsen’s Warbier May 17 April 20,1993 Kootenai County $.Robinson
Lazuli Bunting May 18 april 26,1992 Clarkfork Field Sta. G&.Hanson
Western Wood-Pewee May 18 May  3,1978 Hoscow F.Fiske
Red Eyed Yireo May 18 april 16,1987 8lackwel} Hill G.Hanson
Western Kingbird May 20 May 14,1988 Potlatch {.Porga
Warbling Viree May 22 dpril 16,1987 Blackwell Hill G.Hanson
Gray Catbird May 24 april 20,1992 Squaw Bay, CDA Lake B.Dorrell
Northern Oriole May 24 May 12,1993 Thompson Lake J.Nigh
Swainson’s Thrush May 25 May  2,1987 Blackwetl Hill .Kanson
saerican Redstart Nay 25 May 16,1987 Hauger Lake Spokane Audubon Soc.
Dlive-sided Flycatcher May 27 May 13,1992 5t. Maries D.Svingen
Bobolink May 27 april 15,1988 Kootenai NUR A.Banks
Nighthawk June 4 March 30,1993 Rathdrum Prairie p.Gontz
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